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Dr. Ronald Foley MacDonald

First Club President Antigonish Golf and Country Club

Dr. Ronald Foley MacDonald of Antigonish, a well-known eye, ear, nose, and throat
specialist, died at St. Martha’s Hospital on Thursday, December 17, at the age of 53. He
had been admitted only days earlier with acute appendicitis. Although he initially
improved following surgery, complications developed and proved fatal.

The funeral took place Sunday afternoon and drew a large attendance from Antigonish
and beyond. The service was held at the Cathedral and conducted by Rev. J.R.
MacDonald. The procession included local physicians, nurses from St. Martha’s Hospital,
members of the Knights of Columbus, and many AGCC members and friends.

Career

Born August 14, 1883, at Antigonish Landing, Dr. MacDonald was educated at St.
Francis Xavier University, graduating in 1903. He later studied medicine at the
University of Pennsylvania, completing his degree in 1910. After ten years of practice in
Riverton, New Jersey, he returned to Antigonish. He further specialized in diseases of the
eye, ear, nose, and throat, and thereafter devoted himself to that field.

Community Involvement

Dr. MacDonald played a major role in community life. He served the Highland Society in
multiple leadership roles and was active in political and university affairs. He was a
member of the Board of Governors of St. Francis Xavier University.

He was one of the organizers of the Antigonish Golf Club and served as its first
president. Originally one of nine founding syndicate members. A strong golfer, club
champion in 1928, he was widely respected by neighboring clubs. He donated the
MacDonald shield for inter-county golf competition which was played from 1928 to at
least the 1980’s.

Tribute

Dr. MacDonald was deeply respected and widely admired. Known for his kindness,
dignity, and generosity, he was regarded as both a skilled physician and a valued friend.
His passing was felt as a profound loss across the community.

His character, generosity, and leadership left a legacy in Antigonish.
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