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The Clan Ranald & The Kilted Tournaments 

The Clan Ranald Golf Tournament began in 1951. That inaugural event was played later in 
the golf season during the summer of 1951. Angus L. MacDonald, Premier of Nova Scotia 
and a lifetime member of the Antigonish Golf & Country Club, donated the trophy for the 
tournament. 

The beautiful bronze cup bears the Gaelic motto of the MacDonalds of Clan Ranald, 
“Dh’Aindeoin Cò Theireadh,” which translates to “Gainsay Who Dare.” 

In 1952, the tournament was moved to early in the golf season and played on a Sunday. The 
first winners of the mixed two-ball scramble were Annabelle Soy and Red Collie Chisholm. 
Premier Angus L. MacDonald personally presented the trophy. 

By 1953, the tournament had found its permanent place on the calendar and was played 
on the Sunday prior to the Antigonish Highland Games as a single-day event. 

In 1954, the winners were Zina Cameron and A.D. MacInnis. The trophy was presented by 
the Minister of Agriculture, who spoke briefly and paid tribute to the late Premier Angus L. 
MacDonald. 

In 1956, a record number of golfers teed off in competition for the Clan Ranald Trophy. 

In 1960, the Clan Ranald Trophy was won by Murray Williams and Mrs. Omar Taylor. The 
event continued to be played on the Sunday before the Antigonish Highland Games. That 
same year, a new tournament called the Highland Homecoming Tournament was 
introduced and played on the following Wednesday. The Clan Ranald remained a mixed 
two-ball tournament. 

In 1983, the event was renamed the Murray Williams Clan Ranald Tournament in honour 
of Murray Williams, who had passed away in 1982. Williams was a former AGCC president 
and a four-time club champion. The tournament continued as a mixed two-ball event 
played on the Sunday before the Highland Games until 2020. Now, in 2026, the tournament 
is making a comeback. 

 

 



May 22, 2026  TMS  

 

The Kilted Tournament 

The Kilted Tournament began in 1961 as the Highland Homecoming Tournament and was 
played midweek during the Highland Games. 

As noted in The Casket in July 1962: 

“The tournament has a unique feature in that all golfers wear kilts. Last year CBC and 
newspaper photographers had a field day taking film of the proceedings.” 

In 1963, the tournament’s name was officially changed to The Kilted. 

Originally held as a single shotgun event, the tournament grew rapidly in popularity. By the 
early 1980s, participation had increased so significantly that two starting times were 
required — a 7:00 a.m. and a 1:00 p.m. shotgun start. 

From its modest beginnings in 1961 with approximately 60 participants, the tournament 
grew to more than 300 participants by the early 2000s. The Kilted has become one of the 
highlights of the summer season in Antigonish and an important part of the Antigonish 
Highland Games tradition. 

To this day, the event remains extremely popular with golfers returning home in July to visit 
family, reconnect with friends, and celebrate the Highland Games tradition. 

 


